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The purpose of this study is to examine how relational motives affect cognitive and emotional processing of
online political messages. More specifically, the research question for this study asks how variation in
relational motives influences the way young adults process and respond to political issue advocacy videos.
Participants watched online political advocacy videos on the issue of abortion and gun control during an
experiment that had a 2 (communication strategy: attack/non-attack) x 2 (need-to-belong scores: high/low)
x 4 (videos) repeated measures design. For data analysis, physiological data were combined with self-
report data that reflected viewers’ willingness to establish relationship with others and to participate in
political action. The results indicate that relational motives do not have significant effects on cognitive and
emotional processing of persuasive political messages chosen for the study, but show that
willingness/readiness to participate in political action for the support group have significant effects on
emotional responses. Implications for future studies are discussed.
